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JAI SCIENTISTS

Heart, the most revered organ in the body pimps blood, the
elixir of life
WILLIAM HARVEY
William Harvey (1578-1657),
English physician, discoverer of circu-
lation of blood in the body was born at
Folkstone on April 1, 1578 (not April
Fool anyway, but an intellectual and
immortal soul). His discovery revealed
a truth which is a fundamental fact in
physiology.
Harvey studied under Fabricius Aquapendente, the great
anatomist in Padua, Italy, in the world-renowned School of
Medicine in those days. Fabricius had found that the veins in
the human body contained valves which prevented the flow of
blood from any direction except towards the heart. This teach-
ing gave the stimulus for thought to Harvey to proceed with
his later work. The great Galileo was one of his teachers.
After obtaining the degree of Doctor of Medicine at Padua
he came to London to set up his practice. In 1609 he was
appointed as physician at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, a pres-
tigious institution.
The human heart consists of four chambers, the right and
left atrium and the right and left ventricle.